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MESSAGE FROM THE ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT 

One of the aspects of my job that I love the most is when I have the opportunity to travel around the district to see the 
amazing and innovative programs and activities in action. Whether I am watching elementary learners engage in dis-
covery through STEM, observing the many new ways that Chromebooks are being integrated into instruction at Timothy 
Edwards, or sampling the culinary wonders that high school students are graciously sharing - I am always so impressed by 
our students and teachers. While this newsletter contains highlights of activities from each curricular area over the course 
of the first half of the school year, the reality is that I could go into any school and find exciting things happening on a 
daily basis that could be written about and included in this publication.              

Please know that the work each and every one of you does is recognized and appreciated. I feel very thankful to work 
with such dedicated, professional and passionate educators.  I hope you all have an enjoyable and restful break spend-
ing time with family and friends, and a very happy and healthy new year! 
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SCIENCE  Arnica Sullivan, Curriculum Specialist 

Each elementary school hosted their 
annual STEM night in the fall.  Stu-
dents and their families engaged in a 
variety of activities exploring science, 
technology, engineering, and math 
and how these skills relate to what 
they are learning in STEM class. Mary 
Clark, Jennet DaSilva, Pam Brennan, 
and Amy Graney set up various sta-
tions focusing on how to bring STEM 
into the home.  Activities included 
VEX robot challenges, launching glid-
ers, building cup towers, and engi-
neering bridges.  After receiving a 
grant from the South Windsor Public 
Education Fund, coding activities 
were also introduced using an app 
and a robot called Ozobot.  Each 
family was able to take home their 
own STEM engineering bags to 
bridge the home school connec-
tion.   

Third grade students at Pleasant Val-
ley Elementary School had a unique 
experience learning about weather 
first hand from meteorologist Bob 
Maxon.  His visit coincided with the 
Weather unit that is part of the third 
grade curriculum.  Students learned 
how to observe the weather using 
tools and forecast what future 
weather will be based on trends and 
patterns in data they collect. At Phil-
ip R Smith, students in Christal Ban-
ville’s class created their very own 
weather station, pictured below.    

On Saturday October 27th, more than 
70 Timothy Edwards Middle School stu-
dents participated in the 3rd Annual 
STEAM Olympics. Students were en-
gaged in various activities including: 
Local Vegetation Bridge Building, Duct 
Tape Art, and Coding. TEMS teachers 
John Smith-Horn, Deb Bajorek, Vicki 
Stetson, Kim Longdin, and Laura Grav-
ell facilitated the activities assisted by 
many South Windsor High School stu-
dent volunteers. 

All 9th grade students have been en-
thusiastically designing and redesigning 
their very own Rube Goldberg 
style machines with the goal of launch-
ing and catching a marble as part of 
the new NGSS Energy Transformation 
unit.  Students have been working in 
small groups to create a device that 
meets a set of criteria including set up 
time, run time, and the number of ener-
gy transformations and steps in the ma-
chine. Each group presented their de-
vices and collaboratively created a 
data table showing their results. Stu-
dents were highly engaged in this ap-
plication-based engineering design 
task to show what they have learned 
about energy and Newton’s Laws.     

On November 8th South Windsor High 
School’s Astronomy classes went 
“Shipping Up” to the Boston Science 
Museum. Upon arrival students head-
ed into the 4-D theater where an ab-
breviated version of The Martian was 
playing. Students shouted with sur-
prise while wearing 3-D glasses as 
seats shook, water squirted, and dif-
ferent smells were pumped into the 
small theater. Upon conclusion of The 
Martian 4-D Experience students were 
off to “Space: An Out-of-Gravity Ex-
perience” where exhibits, multimedia 
interactives, and a large scale replica 
of the space station were all on 
hand.  Picking up objects with robot 
arms, working in zero gravity with as-
tronaut gloves, 
using the toilet 
and “floating” 
in the space 
station were a 
few of the fa-
vorite experi-
ences. The 
c u l m i n a t i n g 
activity to bring it all together was the 
planetarium’s Exploring the Galaxy, 
which took students through the solar 
system to the outer edges of the uni-
verse.  

The Indie Flix movie Angst was shown 
to staff, parents, and students during 
the month of November. The 
film explores anxiety, its causes, ef-
fects, and what we can do about it. 
This issue was raised in Janet Belval’s 
Allied Health class and the hope was 
to initiate a conversation and raise 
awareness around anxiety. Angst fea-
tures candid interviews with kids and 
young adults who suffer or have suf-
fered from anxiety. The film includes 
discussions with mental health ex-
perts about the causes of anxiety and 
its sociological effects, as well 
as available resources and tools. 
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The literacy department was proud to 
showcase two student literacy publica-
tions at the September Board of Educa-
tion meeting. Students from Timothy 
Edward’s Out of the Blue and South 
Windsor High School’s My Mind’s Eye 
shared their experiences collecting, 
editing, and publishing content for their 
magazines. My Mind’s Eye hosted their 
first Coffee House on October 17th. The 
evening allowed students to share their 
poetry, artwork, and music with peers.  
Out of the Blue highlights creative work 
from both students and faculty, so look 
for upcoming opportunities to contrib-
ute.  

This fall the high school launched its first 
community reading event. After select-
ing from a list of titles crafted by stu-
dents and staff committees, all staff 
and students chose books to read this 
summer. The first week of school al-
lowed all readers to contribute to con-
versations about what they read and 
learned. A sample of titles included are 
The Hate U Give, Ready Player One, 
and Between Shades of Gray.  

The high school English department is 
also proud to share that two new elec-
tives are set to run this year. Science 
Fiction and Fantasy are both courses 
that were developed and launched 
based on student interest. The fall 
course, Science Fiction, features the 
analysis of how conflict, themes, and 
ideas represented in the genre are rel-
evant to our lives and society. 

Freshman at the high school have 
been invited to attend a Broadway 
production of To Kill a Mockingbird this 
January.  This serves as a wonderful 
opportunity for students to explore the 
powerful symbols of integrity and right-
eousness through the dramatic inter-
pretation of the classic novel. Students 
will be able to connect their experi-
ence to their research unit centered on 
external forces that affect young 
adults.   

The middle school English department 
is working to integrate technology into 
their units of study. The launch of one-
to-one Chromebooks has allowed for 
classrooms to engage in differentiated 
reading and writing tasks in order to 

promote individual student success. 
The department continues to engage 
in professional learning aimed at utiliz-
ing digital programs and platforms to 
enhance instruction.  

Elementary classrooms across all 
grades participated in 2018 Jumpstart’s 
Read for the Record. On October 25th, 
all classes read Maybe Something 
Beautiful by F. Isabel Campoy and The-
resa Howell and illustrated by Rafael 
López. This serves as only one of the 
many ways our classrooms are cele-
brating literacy this year. Classrooms 
can look forward to author visits and 
family literacy events scheduled for 
later in the spring. We continue to build 
class libraries and identify high interest 
mentor texts to engage all readers and 
celebrate our love of reading. Literacy 
professional development during early 
release Wednesdays has been focus-
ing on differentiation, depth of ques-
tioning, and engagement. 

Below are some suggested reads that 
can help keep our minds active as we 
head into the winter months. 

LITERACY Candice Irwin, Curriculum Specialist 

Professional Read Nonfiction Read Adult Fiction Read YA Read Family Read 
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Career & Technical Education teachers at Timothy Edwards 
Middle School and South Windsor High School have been busy 
developing and implementing new curriculum to support the 
district’s 1:1 Chromebook initiative.  New course offerings in-
clude Digital Literacy (grade 6) and Freshman Seminar.  In ad-
dition, the CTE department is offering Advanced Placement 
Mobile Computer Science Principles.   

At TEMS, teachers Laura Nelson, Laurie Petrin, and Jenn Morgis 
have refocused their sixth-grade unified literacy class to center 
on digital literacy.  During the first trimester, students have not 
only learned how to use their Chromebooks and the G Suite 
responsibly and productively, they have also studied how to 
use effective search strategies, practice social media safety, 
respect creators’ rights, and avoid and respond to cyberbully-
ing.   

SWHS business teachers Jim Abbott, Lisa Barrett, Naysha Cruz, 
Ellen Festi, and Karen Penn have rebranded the school’s ninth-
grade computer apps course as Freshman Seminar.  Students 
enrolled in this half-year class develop knowledge and skills 
that will serve them throughout their high school career.  Stu-
dents have created a series of screencast tutorials that 
demonstrate the use of tools that support organization, time 
management, and note-taking.  Students have also learned 
about the nine elements of digital citizenship and the im-
portance of protecting their online reputations and their per-

CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION Steven Albrecht, Curriculum Specialist 

sonal information.  Seminar teachers emphasize the im-
portance of soft skills throughout the course, and students 
craft informational and persuasive pitches with and without 
the use of visual aids.  The class culminates with students ex-
ploring their professional and civic interests as they research 
career pathways, identify opportunities to build a stronger 
school community, and document their learning in an ePort-
folio.   

Technology education teacher Jamie Lang has brought Ad-
vanced Placement Mobile Computer Science Principles (AP 
Mobile CSP) to the CTE department.  This course was previ-
ously offered by the math department.  Students taking Mo-
bile CSP learn computer science by building socially useful 
mobile apps with the App Inventor program.  Building on the 
foundation established by SWHS math teachers, Jamie em-
phasizes project-based learning, writing, communication, 
collaboration, and creativity. 

The Art department continues to offer 
exciting and engaging opportunities for 
students, both in and out of the class-
room.  

At the middle school, art teachers  Laura 
Gravell, Laura Buccheri and Nick Cano-
va are gearing up for the Excel in Art 
program. This yearly arts enrichment pro-
gram which is co-sponsored by the gift-
ed/talented program is open to all stu-
dents in grades 3-8. Upon acceptance 
through a portfolio application process, 
students in these Saturday morning stu-
dio based classes get exposure to me-
dia and techniques above and beyond 
what they may encounter within their 
regular art curriculum classes. The Excel 
in Art program typically serves 60-80 stu-
dents each year. This year’s program will 
kick off in early January. 

High school art teacher Jessica Ziff’s 
Fashion Design/Illustration II students 
have been creating wearable clothing 
pieces of their own design and construc-

tion. Students in this class have investi-
gated textile design and created their 
own silk scarves printed with block print-

VISUAL ARTS Nicholas Canova, Curriculum Program Coordinator    

ing techniques. Students have also been 
honing garment making skills by using 
sewing machines to create fleece paja-
ma pants. 

High school art teacher Bryant Zilinski has 
created an after school art club for stu-
dents. The club meets every other Thurs-
day to explore activities such as: acrylic 
painting techniques and cartoon char-
acter development as well as collabora-
tive drawings and peer teaching. The 
club has been well received with ap-
proximately 20 students in attendance. 

On December 10th, high school art 
teachers Jessica Ziff and Annie Rentz 
took students from their Fashion Design/
Illustration I & II and Creative Metals clas-
ses on a field trip to the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art in New York City. Students 
were offered the  opportunity to en-
hance their curricular studies by examin-
ing the inspirational and creative art 
and artifacts in the special exhibition 
“Jewelry-The Body Transformed.”  



 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Marisa Lewis has kicked off our first year of teaching world languages to students in the first and second grades at each ele-
mentary school.  The elementary Spanish program introduces language through art, songs, games, and engaging learning activi-
ties.  The lessons are designed to mimic play and how we all first learned to speak. The focus of our curriculum is to familiarize stu-
dents with a variety of topics, while building a foundation for language learning.     

Take a look at our Unit “Can Do” Statements:  
Unit 1 - ¡Vamos a hablar español! (Let’s speak Spanish) 
September-November 
 I can follow directions   
 I can say my name 
 I can ask you your name 
 I can count to 12 
 I can identify classroom objects  
 I can identify the warm weather 
Unit 2 - En el otoño (In autumn) 
November-February   
 I can count to 20 
 I can say the day of the week   
 I can sing our Spanish greeting song 
 I can identify the colors of leaves and clothing 
 I can identify the fall season and weather  
 I can follow along while the teacher reads to  
       the class 
 

Language learning is a continuum and our novice language learners can be characterized by the following language proficiency 
points: 

 

 

 

 

Please follow along with us at  https://sites.google.com/apps.southwindsorschools.org/elementary-world-language/home 
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WORLD LANGUAGES AND ENGLISH LEARNERS Karen Stoj, Curriculum Specialist 

Mrs. Lewis and Paco 
wearing traditional 
warm Peruvian Clothing, 
a poncho with a gorro 
to teach cold weather 
sayings. 

I can provide information by answer-
ing a few simple questions on very 
familiar topics using practiced or 
memorized words and phrases with 
the help of gestures or visuals. 

I can express some basic needs us-
ing practiced or memorized words 
and phrases with the help of ges-
tures or visuals. 

I can express basic preferences or 
feelings using practiced or memo-
rized words and phrases with the 
help of gestures or visuals. 

HEALTH/PHYSICAL EDUCATION Dave Sytulek, Director of Health, Physical Education & Athletics 

At the August professional development day, middle school 
and high school Health/PE teachers discussed narcotic and 
prescription drug information with South Windsor Police Of-
ficer Kevin Geraci.  Teachers also explored Health & Wellness 
online resources for use in the classroom with EverFi’s Daniel 
Weidmann. Elementary PE Teachers met to work on grading 
rubrics for use in the classroom when assessing students on PE 
curriculum standards. 

At the elementary schools, students in grades 3-5 are being 
trained for the Connecticut Physical Fitness Assessment 
(CPFA), which measures muscle endurance, muscle strength, 
cardiovascular endurance, and flexibility. Students in grades 
K-2 are working on locomotor skills. 

Students at Philip R. Smith and Orchard Hill participated in 

bike week.  Students at EIi Terry and Pleasant Valley will partici-
pate in bike week in the spring. 

Elementary teachers continued their professional develop-
ment in November at the two-day Connecticut Association of 
Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance (CAHPERD) 
conference in Cromwell. They also explored a series of health 
and physical education topics at Hamden High School that will 
enhance their instruction. 

At TEMS, students received baseline testing in the CPFA during 
physical education classes. Students in grade 7 have begun 
First Aid training, while grade 8 students have started CPR train-
ing. 

At South Windsor High School, 9th and 10th grade students are 
also working hard and training for the Connecticut Physical 
Fitness Assessment. 
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Thirty-five students are participating on 
the math team to prepare for Capital 
Area Math League (CAML).  There 
have been two CAML meets so far, 
with four to go, and South Windsor 
High School is currently in 2nd place in 
the league of twenty-six teams. Finally, 
twenty-one calculus students created 
gingerbread houses and delivered 
them to the Cornerstone Soup Kitchen 
in Rockville. These will be given to fami-
lies attending their holiday dinner on 
Christmas Day.  Students created 
equations in one variable to find possi-
ble dimensions for the volume of the 
house they were assigned.  After using 
calculus to determine the minimal sur-
face area, they built a gingerbread 
house to these dimensions.  This service 
learning project has been a tradition 
for several years, and the contributions 
of our students are greatly appreciat-
ed.   

In November five South Windsor High 
School teachers joined together dur-
ing the professional development day 
for a round-table discussion at Berlin 
High School.  This collaborative con-
versation focused on supporting stu-
dents and providing opportunities to 
match the needs of students.  

The 2018-2019 school year is off to a 
fabulous start in the math world.  At the 
elementary level, there has been a 
focus on differentiation and enrich-
ment for early release Wednesdays.  
Third and fourth grade teachers partici-
pated in a two-week session to explore 
resources to use in their classrooms.  
During the first meeting, they explored 
the OpenMiddle.com website and the 
Differentiating Instruction with Math 
Menus books. They also worked collab-
oratively to plan differentiated activi-

MATHEMATICS Robyn Ongley, Curriculum  Specialist 

ties for their students. At the follow-up 
meeting, teachers celebrated the en-
gagement of students and the projects 
students created and continued to 
plan enrichment activities to use 
throughout the year.  The technology 
department distributed OSMO kits and 
iPads to the kindergarten and first 
grade classrooms.  These kits are greatly 
enjoyed by all students as they provide 
interactive opportunities with concrete 
manipulatives to support student con-
ceptual understanding.  

At the middle school teachers and stu-
dents are excited to have individual 
Chromebooks for use in all classes.  
Teachers have been creating interac-
tive materials that allow students to ex-
plore mathematical concepts which 
integrate technology and create op-
portunities for students to present infor-
mation to classmates.   

Once again, a strong contingent of 
TEMS math students is participating in 
math enrichment opportunities. Approx-
imately 70 students are participating in 
the Math Counts math program on Fri-
day mornings to prepare for upcoming 
competitions, and 81 students partici-
pated in the AMC 8 competition on 
November 19th.   

SPRING 2019 DISTRICT ASSESSMENT CALENDAR 

SOUTH WINDSOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS – 2019 TESTING WINDOW/DATES 

 Grade(s) ELA 
Smarter Balanced 

Math 
Smarter Balanced 

Science 
 NGSS Assessment CT SAT 

Grades 3 - 5 April 22 – May 13 April 22 – May 13 May 16 
(Grade 5)   

Grades 6 - 8 April 29 – May 13 April 29 – May 13 May 22 
(Grade 8)   

Grade 11     May 21 Wednesday, March 27 
(Make-up April 23 & 24) 

Grades 3-8, 
and 11 

Connecticut Alternate Assessment 
March 25 – June 7 

NGSS Alternate  
Assessment 

Grades 5, 8, and 11 
March 25 – June 7 

  

        

All Grades English Language Proficiency LAS Links January 2 – March 8, 2019 

Teachers gather on the August Professional 
Development Day 
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portant activities support this approach 
to interactive learning.  

Students in third grade attended the 
Native American field trips to Wood Me-
morial Library in October, which fea-
tured new activities designed to en-
gage students. Students in second 
grade are planning to visit the Connect-
icut Historical Society to take part in 
their “Building Communities” program. 

At the high school, a new class of stu-
dents was inducted to the Rho Kappa 
National Social Studies Honor Society, 
requiring service to the school, commu-
nity, town, or nation. Veterans Day at 
each of the schools honored the service 
of men and women from across the 
region. Students met and talked with 
veterans at all schools. 

The development of Social Studies cur-
riculum and instruction continues to 
evolve in line with the College, Career, 
and Civic Life (C3) national guidelines 
as well as the Connecticut Elementary 
and Secondary Frameworks (2015). All 
courses use the lens of inquiry instruction 
and content skills to advance learning. 
The dimensions of inquiry include: devel-
oping questions and planning inquiry, 
applying disciplinary concepts and 
tools, evaluating sources and using evi-
dence, and communicating conclu-
sions and taking informed action. These 
critical four dimensions of Social Studies 
instruction guide units integrated with 
ELA as Humanities at the elementary 
level then continue through the second-
ary level. The ongoing work involved in 
moving in this direction is a true credit to 

SOCIAL STUDIES Gregory Frank, Curriculum Specialist 

all of the teachers in South Windsor Pub-
lic Schools. Many interesting and im-

Elementary instrumental music teach-
ers were trained on using Finale by 
Orchard Hill’s instrumental teacher 
Genevieve Rose on October 31st. 
Genevieve gave an overview of the 
platform and provided time for teach-
ers to create their own music. 

On November 6th, elementary general 
music teachers went to the Mystic 
Seaport Museum Songs of the Sea in-
terdisciplinary workshop. Teachers 
were able to explore music of the sea 
which highlighted history, culture, 
and language within the context of 
music.  After examining the songs, they 
were able to visit sites and ships to ap-
ply the songs in authentic settings.   

The year has started off with rousing 
success for the TE music program. 6th 
and 7th grade bands had the oppor-
tunity to play the national anthem at a 
Hartford Wolfpack game, which was 
lauded by the management of the 
team. In addition, the Wolfpack sent 
two of their players to the school to 
participate in a Q&A session with the 
band.  The players also participated in 
a jam session, showing off their skills on 
instruments with students.   

The TEMS fall concert season included 
chorus completing an excellent show-
case of talent on November 19th, cul-
minating in a touching performance of 
all three grade levels to end the 
show.  The orchestra concert was held 
on December 3rd, and the band per-
formance took place on December 
10th. Large ensemble directors pre-
pared students and were excited for 
the opportunity to have the groups per-
form for the community. Music matrix 
students have completed projects in 
composing original music in world 
drumming and creating podcast per-
formances in music industry.  Matrix stu-
dents have also begun to research and 
present artist projects for a study of mu-
sic history. 

Connecticut Eastern Region Festival 
Auditions were held November 10.  
Twenty six students from SWHS audi-
tioned and fourteen students were cho-
sen to participate in the Festival in Jan-
uary 2019. These students are now eligi-
ble to audition for All-State. 

The National Association for Music Edu-
cation hosted the All-National Honors 
Ensembles November 25-28. One SWHS 
student was selected to participate 
after an extensive audition and appli-
cation process. 

The National Association for Music Edu-
cation hosts the All-Eastern Honors En-
sembles March 6-9, 2019, consisting of 
more than 780 students from the East-
ern seaboard of the United States.  
Three students from SWHS were select-
ed to participate, based on past partic-
ipation in the CT All State Festival and a 
lengthy audition and application pro-
cess. Well done! 

The SWHS Season of Song concert held 
on December 5th, the Winter Band 
concert held on December 12th and 
the Winter Orchestral Concert held on 
December 13th were all received with 
great enthusiasm from the community. 
The students spent many months pre-
paring for their performances and really 
enjoyed their time on stage. 

 

A wreath was laid at the memorial for 
Lance Corporal Donald R. Ouellette at 

SWHS on Veterans Day 

MUSIC  Jereme Martineau, Jarrid Clifton and Mike Kenyon 



South Windsor Public Schools is pleased to recognize the accomplishments of its faculty and staff in the field of education, 
lifelong learning and the commitment to children. Twice each school year, we will highlight these professional accomplish-
ments in the Office of Curriculum and Instruction’s “Curriculum Update” newsletter. Categories include the following: 

National or State Recognition 

 Professional Articles Selected for Publication  

Outstanding Community Involvement with Youth 

 Presentation at a National Conference 

All staff are invited to share information regarding professional accomplishments by emailing  
Jamie Langevin. The next publication is expected in May 2019. 

RECOGNITION OF PROFESSIONAL ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

National or State Recognition 
Achieve member peer review panel for science education, continuing to serve since 2016, participating for a third consecutive 
year. Reviewing materials that are free and publicly available, providing feedback to the developers, improving the materials, 
and sharing out quality examples of NGSS design. 
 Dianna Roy……………………………………………………………………………………………………TEMS 
Recognized by the Connecticut Council of Language Teachers as “BEST of Conference.”  (October 2018) Jill will now present at 
the Northeast Council of Teachers of Foreign Languages annual conference in New York City. 
 Jill Griswold.…………………………………………………………………………………………………....SWHS 
Connecticut Chapter of the American String Teachers Association. Serving a two-year term as president of the state chapter. 
(May 20, 2018) 
 Kathryn Lush Fausel.……………………………………………………………………………………….…SWHS 

Presentation at a National Conference 
Professional presenter for Understanding the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) at the Table Facilitation STEM Confer-
ence sponsored by the National Science Teachers Organization in Philadelphia. (July 2018) 
 Dianna Roy……………………………………………………………………………………………………TEMS 

Presentation at a State Conference 
Presented a workshop titled, “Technology/Engineering Education Laboratories for the 21st Century,” at the Massachusetts Tech-
nology Education/Engineering Collaborative Conference at Fitchburg State University. (October 19, 2018) 
 Dr. Ray McCarthy…………………………………………………………………………………...……….SWHS 
Three teachers listed below presented at the Connecticut Council of Language Teachers 50th Anniversary Conference 
(October 2018) 
Bertrand’s Game of Games. 
 Robin Bertrand…………………………………………………………………………………………..……TEMS 
Use it or Lose It! Introducing vocabulary in authentic contexts. 
 Jill Griswold…………………………………………………………………………………...…………..……SWHS 
Pathway to Proficiency - Interconnecting activities to keep students talking. 
 Karen Stoj..…………………………………………………………………………………………………….District 
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Eli Terry Elementary School 

Groundbreaking Ceremony 
Saturday, March 23, 2019 at 2:00 PM 

(Snow Date: March 30, 2019) 

Philip R. Smith Elementary School 

Groundbreaking Ceremony 
Saturday, January 12, 2019 at 2:00 PM 

(Snow Date: January 19, 2019) 


